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AUSTRALIA 

Australia quarantines all international arrivals and temporarily bans cruise ships 

From midnight 15 March, all passengers arriving in Australia will be required to self-isolate at home 

for 14 days from their arrival. Cruise ships that have docked in international ports will be banned 

from docking in Australia for the next 30 days.  

Australia bans non-essential static gatherings  

On the advice of the Australian Health Protection Principal Committee (AHPPC), the Prime Minister 

announced further social distancing measures. Social distancing includes ways to stop or slow the 

spread of infectious diseases. It means less contact between you and other people. From Monday 16 

March, non-essential static gatherings of more than 500 people will be banned across all Australian 

States and Territories. All States and Territories have today passed legislation to implement the ban. 

Schools, universities, workplaces and public transport are not affected by the ban. Further 

arrangements are being developed by the AHPPC to protect the most vulnerable of Australia’s 

population, specifically: aged care and remote communities. Additional restrictions are expected to 

be decided when Cabinet reconvenes on Tuesday 17 March and announced the following day.  

Government establishes Coronavirus Business Liaison Unit 

The Australian Government yesterday announced the creation of a new Coronavirus Business Liaison 

Unit in Treasury to build on existing efforts to support confidence, employment and business 

continuity. The role of the Unit will be to engage with peak business groups on systemic issues 

relating to Coronavirus to ensure these are being addressed by Government. It will be staffed by 

experienced official drawn from agencies across the Australian Public Service and will work closely 

with the private sector. It will also be a source of information to be disseminated quickly and 

effectively across the business community. It will work closely with the Chief Medical officer, the 

Department of Health and the national Coordination Mechanism in the Department of Home Affairs. 

The Unit will be overseen by Dr Gordon de Brouwer, a highly respected and experienced former 

public servant having held senior roles across Treasury, the Department of Prime Minister and 

Cabinet and as the Secretary of the Department of the Environment and Energy.  

The Unit has begun operating and works through peak business groups. If you want to connect into 

this process, you should get in touch with your relevant industry association in the first instance.  

Government launches national Coronavirus campaign 

The Federal Government today launched a national campaign to inform all Australians about the 

Coronavirus. The campaign aims to reduce the risk to individuals and families by enabling them to 

make informed decisions and to take up health recommendations. You can access the campaign 

materials here.  

Confirmed cases of Coronavirus increasing 

Confirmed cases of Coronavirus in Australia are increasing and have reached 298, 134 of which are in 

NSW. 27 people are reported to have cleared their infections.  
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GLOBAL 

Europe now the epicentre of the Coronavirus pandemic 

On Saturday, the Head of the World Health Organization declared Europe the ‘epicentre’ of the 

Coronavirus with now more cases reported in Europe each day than in China at its peak. More than 

169,000 cases of the virus have been confirmed globally with more than half of these outside China.  

New Zealand imposes mandatory quarantine for international arrivals 

From 1am Monday 16 March 2020, all travellers to New Zealand, (including New Zealand citizens or 

residents) must self-isolate for 14 days. The temporary measures, announced by Prime Minister 

Jacinta Ardern on Saturday, aimed at reducing New Zealand’s exposure to the Coronavirus, do not 

apply to South Pacific nations. Cruise ships have also been advised that they will be refused entry to 

New Zealand ports. Speaking at a press conference on Saturday, Prime Minister Ardern said that the 

measures would be reviewed in 15 days.  

Trump declares US State of Emergency and extends Europe ban to the UK and Ireland 

On Saturday, 14 March, US President Trump declared a national emergency allowing him to activate 

a national response to the Coronavirus and access to US40 billion in disaster-relief funds to address 

the Coronavirus. In addition, the Europe travel ban was extended to arrivals from the UK and 

Ireland. Americans in these countries will be able to come home but will be funnelled through 

specific airports and processed.  

More countries close borders as Coronavirus cases rise 

The rapid spread of the virus through Europe and increasing death toll continues to have a dramatic 

impact on travel and freedom of movement globally. A number of governments have announced full 

or partial plans to close their borders to foreigners, including the Czech Republic, Norway, Poland, 

Denmark, Austria, Turkey, Pakistan, Israel, Jordan, India, Cambodia and Hong Kong.  

Beijing mandates 14-day quarantine for all international arrivals  

The Beijing municipal government has decreed that all travellers from outside the Chinese mainland, 

regardless of nationality, will have to stay in designated isolation centres for 14 days upon arriving in 

the city to prevent people spreading the disease to their families and within their communities.  

California closes restaurants, nightclubs and wineries 

The Governor of California has directed the closure of all bars, wineries, nightclubs and brewpubs in 

the state and called for seniors aged 65 years or older to stay home in isolation to curb the spread of 

Coronavirus.  

The directive came on Sunday as it was announced that the virus had killed six people in California, 

with 335 cases confirmed – now the third largest number of cases in the nation, after Washington 

and New York. 

Cruise Lines International Association (CLIA) members voluntarily suspend travel 

Worldwide, individual CLIA cruise lines yesterday announced temporary suspensions of cruise ship 

operations in response to the Coronavirus. These have been enacted in addition to suspensions that 

apply in specific countries and regions.  


